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Fra Presidenten
On our last two trips to Wisconsin, Jean and I noticed the vast number of windmills in 

some areas of the state. On our return trip a couple weeks ago we got off the highway to 
photograph some of these groups of windmillsÑgenerally in rural areas especially on 
dairy farms just south of Oshkosh. We could count over a dozen from any given location. 
In Michigan we see a few windmills north of Grand Rapids. We also viewed many groups 
of windmills on recent trips to Arizona.  

Al Gore's book Our Choice: A Plan to Solve the Climate Crisis is the best reference I 
have found on the status and prospects for all forms of energy. I suggest that our lodge 
begin to have some programs on this topic. Norway and other Scandinavian and European 
countries are moving rapidly to relieve dependency on oil by using these close to home 
sources. We also have developed several joint projects with Norway.

See you on Sunday for our annual Syttende Mai celebration, recognition of our 
scholarship winners and honoring of our mothers.

                                                                                                 Dennis

Syttende Mai
 4 p.m.  ¥  Sunday, May 9, 2010

at the Portage Senior Center 
 Please join us Sunday for our special Syttende Mai Celebration. Activities will begin 

with the ChildrenÕs Parade (Barnetog), organized by Karen Kunze, followed by the national 
anthems and group singing. After a toast to the King, we will have dinner. Following the 
meal, Margery Selden will give a program on the ÒNorwegian National Anthem and the 
Norwegian Flag.Ó Joyce Hare will announce and introduce this yearÕs scholarship award 
winners. Closing the special celebration, Holly Jensen will lead the singing of ÒGod Save 
the King.Ó

Please bring a dish to pass (Scandinavian preferred) and non-disposable tableware for 
our potluck dinner.

  
Hurrah for syttende mai! (Hurrah for the Seventeenth of May!)
Hei unge venner! (Hi young friends and children of Askeladden!)
Please COME EARLY, and meet me at our activity table at 3:45 to practice singing 

17 de mai - sang for de smŒ (Seventeenth of May Song for the Small Ones). WeÕll plan 
our barnetog (childrens parade), and weÕll learn to count to 17 in Norwegian. All 
children and young friends of Askeladden will receive a Norwegian parade flag!

Families, please plan for your children to sit with you at your table for the buffet 
supper.

   
 Mange takk!
 Karen. 
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A SK E L A D D E N  N E W S
a little in English...

Barnetog Ð ChildrenÕs parade 

In contrast to many other countries which celebrate their 
national holidays with big military parades, Norway celebrates by 
showing off their pride and hope for the future, their children, in an 
important tradition called barnetog, the childrenÕs parade.

 The barnetog is a Norwegian cultural institution connected to 
the celebration of NorwayÕs Constitution Day, May 17th, or 
Syttende Mai. Every Syttende Mai all the countryÕs children march 
in parades with small Norwegian flags in their hands and colorful 
banners proclaiming their school or class. 

The barnetog tradition comes from the1800s. At that time 
Norway was part of a political union with Sweden. Many 
Norwegians wanted Norway to become a completely independent 
country, and celebrating Syttende Mai became a kind of peaceful 
protest. In 1869 school principle Peter Qvam got the idea to start a 
childÕs parade. Qvam was a close friend of poet and national hero 
Bj¿rnstjerne Bj¿rnson, and together they argued and agitated for the 
barnetog in newspapers and other forums. 

The first barnetog was held on Syttende Mai in 1870. It 
consisted solely of boys and numbered 1200 strong. The idea soon 
became popular all over the country. The first girls joined the 
parade in 1889.

Around the country you can find local variations in how the 
holiday is celebrated. In Bergen, for example, the buekorps, a 
special type of scouting group, make their mark on the holiday. In 
Oslo, the children march past the Palace, where the royal family 
stands on the balcony and waves to them. 

litt pŒ norsk...

Barnetoget 

Til forskjell fra mange andre land som feirer sin nasjonaldag 
med store milit¾rparader, feirer Norge med Œ vise fram sin stolthet 
og framtidshŒp, barna sine, med en viktig tradisjon som kalles 
barnetoget. 

Barnetoget er en norsk kulturinstitusjon knytta opp mot den 
Œrlige feiringa av den norske grunnlovsdagen, 17. mai. Hver 17. mai 
gŒr alle landets skolebarn i tog med smŒ norske flagg i hendene og 
fargerike faner som presenterer skolen og klassen deres. 

Barnetoget-tradisjonen stammer fra 1800-Œrene. Da var Norge 
med i en union med Sverige. Mange nordmenn ville at Norge skulle 
bli fullstendig selvstendig, og 17 mai-feiring var derfor en type 
fredelig protest. I 1869 fikk skolestyrer Peter Qvam ideen til 
barnetog. Qvam var en n¾r venn av dikter og nasjonalhelt 
Bj¿rnstjerne Bj¿rnson, og sammen argumenterte og agiterte de for 
barnetog i avisspalter og andre fora. 

Det f¿rste barnetoget gikk 17. mai 1870. Det var et rent 
guttetog som talte ca. 1 200 hoder. Ideen ble raskt popul¾rt over 
hele landet. De f¿rste jentene gikk i barnetog i 1889. 

Rundt om i landet vil du finne lokale variasjoner. I Bergen 
setter buekorpsa, en spesiell type speidergruppe, sterkt preg pŒ 
dagen.. I Oslo gŒr barnetoget forbi Slottet, der kongefamilien stŒr pŒ 
balkongen og vinker til dem. 

 

Meet the Norwegian 
Lundehund

May ¥ Mai              !! ! ! !

WestminsterÕs Newest Norwegian Competitors
For the first time in the 134-year 

history of the Westminster Kennel 
Club Dog Show a trio of Norwegian 
Buhunds competed among 173 other 
dog breeds to win a title at the 
prestigious dog show. The dogs, and 
other recent additions to the show 
like Pyrenean Shepherds and Irish 
Red and White Setters, became 
eligible for the competition just last 
year after the American Kennel Club 
formally recognized their breeds. 

The three buhunds at the WKC 
dog show, Sophie, Casper and Lola, 
competed for individual titles within 
their breed as well as larger titles 
such as Òbest in showÓ and Òbest of 
group.Ó While none of the buhunds took home the top awards, they 
were part of a select group of 25 buhunds that are part of the 
national competition circuit. Vali Eberhardt, SophieÕs owner, 
speculates that the quality of the competitive buhunds is so high 
due to their sire, a dog named Magnus, who is related to almost 
every buhund in the U.S. 

To learn more about the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show 
results or to learn more about Norwegian Buhunds, visit 
www.westminsterkennelclub.org  or www.buhund.org . 

In addition to the Buhund, 
another popular Norwegian dog 
breed is the Lundehund. 
Lundehunds are small, agile 
and highly adapted to life on 
the remote island cliffs of arctic 
Norway. Boasting six toes, 
forelegs capable of bending at 
90¡ angles to its body and a flexible neck that enables the dog to 
bend its head backward toward its spine, the dog is perfectly built 
for hunting and retrieving puffins from steep vertical cliffs and 
narrow crevices. 

While extremely popular among farmers prior to the mid 
1800Õs, the dogs suffered a major population decline when puffin 
hunting with nets became popular and a state-instituted tax on 
lundehunds was enacted. By as early as 1930 the dogs may have 
been as low in number as 50, eventually falling to only 6 after an 
outbreak of distemper. With the help of careful breeding and strict 
guidelines, the LundehundÕs population is now on the rebound with 
an estimated 1,500-2,000 dogs in the world.  

To learn more about Lundehunds, visit the Norwegian 
Lundehund Club of America website at www.lundehund.com  or 
take a look at the ÒLoveable LundhundsÓ feature article in the April  
2004 issue of Viking. 

Article adapted from: 
www.nytimes.com/2010/02/16/sports/16kennel.html
Photos from the American Kennel Club

Norwegian Buhund 

Norwegian Lundehund 
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A SK E L A D D E N  N E W S
Garrison Keillor  

Some members of Askeladden Lodge attended the recent 
Garrison Keillor performance at Miller Auditorium. One of the 
more popular events held at Miller recently, this performance 
delivered almost two solid hours of nothing but KeillorÕs 
legendary story-telling with a little singing thrown in for good 
measure. One definite highlight of the event for us was opening 
the program and discovering our lodgeÕs beautiful message 
immediately following KeillorÕs biography. Tusen takk to our 
publicity director, Karin Code, for designing amazing artwork 
that conveys the spirit of our lodge in both words and pictures.  

ReadersÕ Review: Out Stealing Horses
Joan OÕBryan

At last monthÕs Sons of Norway meeting I learned of a 
monthly feature of the Diane Rehm Show on NPR called 
ReaderÕs Review. While Diane interviews authors multiple 
times every week, the ReadersÕ Review consists of professional 
guests (not the author) discussing a particular book with Diane. 
The April book selection was the highly acclaimed Out Stealing 
Horses by Norwegian author Per Petterson. (If this sounds 
familiar to you, it may be because the Kalamazoo Gazette 
recently had a one-page spread on Per Petterson and this award-
winning book.) Guests on the ReadersÕ Review included

¥ Deirdre Donahue, book critic of USA Today, who, in my 
opinion, came across at times as inarticulate and off base with 
many of her remarks, the latter of which was confirmed by 
several call-in listeners;

¥ Jeffry Frank, author of four novels and previously associated 
with The New Yorker and The Washington Post, who offered 
insights into the parallels between the tragedies in the story 
and similar tragedies in PettersonÕs life;

¥ Erik Hoftun, a Norwegian living in the Washington, DC, area, 
and who is chairman of a Norwegian video game company. 
This guest brought the most to the discussion for me with his 
unique perspective, having first read the book in his native 
Norwegian and then subsequently in English and sharing his 
knowledge of Norwegian culture and history as it related to 
the book.
To listen to the show visit drshow.org . It can be found 

through the Books & Authors list on the left or the calendar on 
the right by clicking on April 28 and then selecting the Out 
Stealing Horses link. A Flickr picture of a cabin in a typical 
remote Norway landscape will appear. Click on the LISTEN  
button above the picture to hear the entire 52-minute show.

Diane Rehm is being honored with the Peabody Award on 
Monday, May 17, in New York City in honor of her 30+ years in 
public broadcasting. The Diane Rehm Show, with more than two 
million weekly listeners, can be heard locally Monday through 
Friday at 10 a.m. on Michigan Radio, WVGR-FM: 104.1. 

Askeladden Vikings and Dragons
Holly Jensen has been hard at work organizing another 

Askeladden lodge appearance in front of thousands of local folks.  
The Viking tale How to Train Your Dragon proved a popular 
choice at the box office and our lodge is adopting it as our June 
5th Do-Dah Parade theme. If you want to participate, you must 
sign up in advance with either Holly or Joan OÕBryan. Only 
those signed up will receive the parade assembly information. 

Norway hosts 2010 Eurovision Song Contest
  This time last year the crowds were filling the streets of 

NorwayÕs towns and villages all night long to celebrate the 2009 
Eurovision Song Contest victory with Alexander RybackÕs 
Fairytale, a song he composed himself. Our lodge joined in the 
excitement on May 17, thanks to the video recorded by Karin and 
David Loberg Code and shared with us the next day at our 
Syttende Mai celebration. The 
song Fairytale ranked number 
one on iTunes throughout 
Europe and became the third 
most sold single in Europe last 
summer. Because Norway won the contest in 2009, it is hosting 
Eurovision 2010 later this month in Oslo. An estimated 125 
million Europeans, from Iceland to Greece, will all be watching 
the contest at the exact same time. More information can be 
found in the April Viking or on the official facebook page: 
http://www.facebook.com/EurovisionSongContest

April Lodge Pr ogram/Dinner
Our April gathering was a success on many levels. We were 

treated to incredible table decorations hand-crafted by Louise 
Adams that she designed after the Easter decorations on the April  
Viking cover. Because we met jointly with VASA, we had many 
more delicious Scandinavian dishes to choose from at our 
potluck dinner. And we enjoyed a professional program that was 
enjoyable and full of interesting and entertaining information. 
Thanks to Holly Jensen for arranging for our April speaker.

Local Norwegians in the news
Dr. David Loberg CodeÕs efforts and resulting success in 

creating a unique, new class at WMU and a new kind of musical 
group were featured recently in a lengthy Kalamazoo Gazette 
article. The group known as Kalamazoo Laptop Orchestra or 
KLOrk, which uses computer-generated music on laptops, made 
its performance debut at Dalton Center Recital Hall in February.

Karin Loberg Code honored by fraternity
The Kalamazoo Alumnae Chapter of Sigma Alpha Iota, a 

national professional music fraternity, chose the occasion of their 
annual Spotlight on Youth Recital at WMU in March to announce 
Karin Code was selected to be honored with the Prism Award for 
Excellence for her outstanding efforts in promoting music among 
youth. The award was presented to Karin in April by the chapter 
vice president and Margery Selden.

The Green Corner - Planet First
Planet First, a new retail store in Portage located next door 

to KohlÕs, advertises Òeco-friendly products at everyday prices.Ó 
The shop is open seven days a week and carries a variety of 
products from toys made out of recycled plastic to organic and 
natural beauty products and cleaning supplies. They even carry 
ÒgreenÓ shoes. They have organic cotton clothing and purses. The 
store is locally owned and has a facebook page with more 
information or contact Planet First at (269) 323-3018.

This newsletter was printed on
30% post-consumer Recycled Paper     
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M A I   K A L EN D ER

The mission of Sons of Norway is to promote and to preserve the heritage and culture of Norway, to celebrate our 
relationship with other Nordic Countries, and to provide quality insurance and financial products to our members.

 ¥ mai 1 - F¿rste Mai - Arbeidernes Dag - Labor Day in Norway

 ¥ mai 8 - Frigj¿ringsdagen, 1945 - V-E Day - Liberation Day

 ¥ mai 9 - Askeladden Lodge Syttende Mai Celebration and 
    Potluck Dinner
     4:00 p.m. Portage Senior Center 
     3:45 p.m. practice singing /D

 ¥ mai 13 - Kristi Himmelfartsdag - Arbeidernes Dag - Ascension Day
 ¥ mai 13-16 45th Medieval Congress, Western Michigan University

 ¥ mai 17 - Syttende Mai - Grunnlovsdag - Norwegian Constitution Day
   - Masse Moro Camp Registration deadline 

 ¥ mai 23 - Whitsunday - Pinsedag - Pentecost
 ¥ mai 24 - Whit Monday - Pentecost Monday; Victoria Day (Canada)
 ¥ mai 29 - Eurovision Song Contest Finale, Oslo

 ¥ mai 31 - Memorial Day
 ¥ juni 5 - (Saturday) Kalamazoo Do-Dah Parade
 ¥ juni 19 - (Saturday) VASA Midsommarfest and Scandinavian potluck at 

Cadwallader Park, Hickory Corners, noon

1 Ruth Hetletvedt

3 Scott J. Dawsey

5 Daniel John Phillips  

8 Myrtle Baker-Kerr 

9 Pat D. Askelson

18 Linda Lou Piper

18 William T. Shaffer

22 Lorena Code

30 Laurie E. Bergerson

Gratuler er med dagen!
May Birthdays

F¿dselsdag Hilsener


